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quickly and in quantity. At the Flushing
branch, the head librarian has about $125,000
a year to spend as she wishes on ‘‘hot’’
books.

‘‘We don’t wait for the central office to
send out popular books. We like to go around
to all the local bookstores and buy popular
books off the shelves. All the books are in
foreign languages. We don’t even have an
English-language bookstore in Flushing,’’
said Herzburg.

Pin-Pin Lin tries to steer her boys, ages 10
and 13, away from Chinese-language books.
She prefers they read only in English. To
that end, she makes sure they leave the li-
brary after each visit with 20 or so English
books in the shopping bag.

‘‘I don’t care if they read all. Kid is kid. If
they don’t like books. I bring them back and
get more,’’ said Lin.
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, today
we celebrate the 50th year of statehood of a
strong and trusted ally, the State of Israel. A
young nation with a long and honorable his-
tory, Israel has been a symbol of hope and a
land of opportunity for millions of Jews
throughout the world. Surviving six wars, con-
tinuing terrorism, and severe economic boy-
cotts, Israel’s 600,000 citizens have shown the
world what it means to be committed to one’s
homeland.

Against all odds, Israel has established a
dynamic, vibrant democracy that supports free
elections free press and freedom of speech. A
country of remarkable accomplishments, Israel
has moved from a poor third-world country to
a thriving state with unlimited economic pros-
pects, Israel has molded fields of sand into
successful farms, villages of historic destruc-

tion into brilliant cities with prosperous busi-
nesses and enterprising kibutzes, and barren
desert lands into lush forests of green. Perse-
cution endured has been turned into prosper-
ity, isolation into idealism and hardship into
heroism.

With all if successes, the people of Israel
have never forgotten who they are, the roots
that intertwine every Israeli with every member
of the global Jewish community. Israel has
welcomed over 1,000,000 refugees with open
arms, providing work and learning opportuni-
ties, with the chance to become a vital part of
the Israel experience.

The United States’ bond with Israel is
stronger than ever, a friendship that has flour-
ished and helped strengthen both of our na-
tions. Working together for peace in the Mid-
dle East, we all yearn to see a day when chil-
dren no longer need be afraid of war and ter-
rorism and all families throughout the region
feel safe and secure. We can now look for-
ward to a time that this troubled area of the
world toils towards tearing down age-old bar-
riers instead of erecting new ones.

The Israeli nation has become an inspiration
for people the world over. I salute Israel on
this joyous anniversary and pledge my support
to it enduring legacy
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